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appointed Secretary to the Institution;1 but whether he
has succeeded or not, I have not yet learned. The vari-
ous kinds of distress under which literary men, I mean
such as have no other profession than letters, must labor,
in a commercial country, is a great disgrace to society. I
own to you I always tremble for the fate of genius when
left to its own exertions, which, however powerful, are
usually, by some bizarre dispensation of nature, useful to
every one but themselves. If Heber could learn by
Mackintosh, whether anything could be done to fix Ley-
den's situation, and what sort of interest would be most
likely to succeed, his friends here might unite every ex-
ertion in his favor. . . * Direct Castle Street, as usual;
my new house being in the same street with my old
dwelling."

" EDINBURGH, 8th, January, 3802.

. . . "Your favor arrived just as I was sitting down to
write to you, with a sheet or two of King Arthur. I
fear, from a letter which I have received from Mr. Wil-
liam Dundas, that the Indian Establishment is tottering,
and will probably fall. Leyden has therefore been in-
duced to turn his mind to some other mode of making
his way to the East; and proposes taking his degree as
a physician and surgeon, with the hope of getting an ap-
pointment in the Company's Service as surgeon. If the
Institution goes forward, his having secured this step
will not prevent his being attached to it; at the same
time that it will afford him a provision independent of
what seems to be a very precarious establishment. Mr.
Dundas has promised to exert himself. ... I have just
returned from the hospitable halls of Hamilton, where I
have spent the Christmas." . . .

" 14th February, 1802.

"I have been silent, but not idle. The transcript of
King Arthur is at length finished, being a fragment of

1 A proposed Institution for purposes of Education at Calcutta., a Preliminary Dis-
